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News from the Community Development District (CDD) 

W arren Ross, District Attor-

ney, was introduced at the 

start of the CDD meeting on Feb-

ruary 18, 2010.   

 

HOPCA Vice President Brian Bit-

good advised the Board that Main-

scape will bring in an arborist to 

assess oak trees and report status 

on February 24 at 3 PM, and that 

HOPCA will conduct a census of 

the Park in March.  

 

Rich Appen from First Alarm re-

ported that installation of security 

cameras is nearly complete.  Mar-

sha Bitgood and Property Manager 

Kim Ueding are coordinating 

Internet access at the front and 

back gates so the cameras can be 

accessed remotely.  Mr. Appen 

will provide requirements for 

Internet speeds.  

 

Mr. Appen also provided a pro-

posal to install door locks on all 

buildings and pool gates, which 

would require residents to use a 

key fob to enter.  The Board dis-

cussed the advantages and disad-

vantages of the system, and the 

costs to install and operate it.   

 

Alan Roof of The Right Way Con-

struction discussed several alterna-

tives to repair the rear wall, and 

presented a proposal for repairs for 

$11,790.  The Board asked for a 

revised proposal that would in-

clude a more permanent fix.    

 

A motion to purchase four more 

chair dollies for $500 was ap-

proved unanimously.  This elimi-

nates the need for alterations cost-

ing $700 as approved in January.  

Landscaping around the mainte-

nance garage was approved for 

$575.  A fence around pool equip-

ment, required by law, was ap-

proved for $1755.  Pool trellis re-

pairs were approved for $670.  Ad-

ditional umbrellas at the pool were 

approved for $1600.  A gate main-

tenance contract was tabled until 

March due to open questions.   

 

The Board again discussed hiring 

additional staff to perform clean-

ing and miscellaneous duties.  Su-

pervisor Doug Blake presented 

ideas on tasks this position would 

address.  Chairman Earl Bell noted 

that HOPCA is considering obtain-

ing their own staff to address 

maintenance.  After extensive in-

put, the Board decided to recon-

sider this issue during budget plan-

ning for 2011, which will start 

soon.  

 

 (Continued on page 7 

Attention 

If you have email access and 

would like to receive updates from 

the Property Manager, please pro-

vide the Office with your email 

address if you havenôt already 

done so.  Send your email address 

to hopmanager@comcast.net.  

Thank you. 
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Waterôs Edge Condos Update 

Special March Event 

Club One, the Lively 80s and the Red Hat Rebels 
 

Club One, the Lively 80s and the Red Hat Rebels will be joining together on March 12 at 

11:30 AM for a special luncheon cruise on the Harbor Lady located at the north end of Fish-

ermanôs Village, Punta Gorda.   

 

Menu includes a choice of Salad and Chicken Pasta Primavera or Tomato Bisque Soup and 

Southwest Taco Salad.  Both entrees include rolls, coffee, tea and soft drinks, and dessert. 

 

The cost is $36.50 (includes cruise, lunch, tax and gratuity).  Reservations are confirmed 

with payment by cash or check.  Contact Edna McClain (613-2785), Marty House (255-

9591), Gayle Fasiska (624-0075), Patty Upright (627-0977) or Doris Bates (625-2012) for a 

reservation.  The sign-up deadline is Wednesday, March 3.  Tickets will be given out on 

March 10. 

W aterôs Edge Condo Asso-ciation (two-stories, Build-

ings A to E) is a self managed as-

sociation, which means the Board 

of Directors handle the account-

ing, contracting, maintenance, 

other issues and approvals for resi-

dency. 

 

Our Condo Documentôs Articles 

11-Insurance and 14-Sales & 

Rentals were amended success-

fully by a two-thirds vote.  All 

owners received a copy of the re-

corded documents. The Associa-

tion and Unit ownersô Insurance 

requirements were updated per 

State law. The Sales and Rentals 

require owners to have Waterôs 

Edge Board approval prior to any 

transfer, sale or lease of a unit.  An 

application is available from the 

Waterôs Edge Board or the web-

site.  Requests and information 

should be sent directly to the 

Board.  

 

The Annual Members meeting 

was held January 18.  The 2010 

expense budget carries with the 

quarterly dues pending the final 

reserve count.  The reserve voting 

was continued to March 1 as a ma-

jority of members is required to 

vote.  

 

All buildings were treated with 

Termidor trenches for the preven-

tion of termites with annual follow 

up service from Pest Eliminators. 

The cold weather has damaged 

some of our landscaping.  Re-

placement will be addressed early 

spring. 

 

The Board ñThanksò our members 

for their support and cooperation 

in our endeavors. 

 

Association Board and 

President Bob Frederick  

 

Board Members 

President - Robert Frederick  

Vice-President - Henry Cusick  

Secretary - Florence Bagosy 

Director - Allen Symonds 

Director - Anthony Giordano  

Director/Treasurer - Valerie Stark 
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FYI From the Property Managerôs Office 

The new awning is up over the exercise room.  

A large number of violation letters were sent out 

for leaving garbage cans outside and having un-

approved decorations.   

If you remember, back in July the Board decided 

to approve up to three decorations for residents to 

put outside their home.  Everyone was told about 

the blue Decorations Request form located in the 

Lodge that is to be filled out and returned for ap-

proval.  We have gotten a pretty good response 

and the HOPCA Board approved over 25 requests 

at the last meeting.  Close to 70 letters were sent 

out.  If you received a letter, please fill out the 

request form and return it to the office for ap-

proval.  It has been five months since this ruling 

was made. 

Approximately 25 letters were sent out regarding 

trash containers.  Unfortunately the office did not 

realize that some people were covering plants 

with the containers.  Our apologies to those peo-

ple who received a letter.  If you are storing a 

trash container behind a lattice fence, please be 

aware that it is not allowed and needs to be re-

moved. 

Some of the insurance companies are not sending 

in the homeownerôs renewal policies.  Please ver-

ify that HOPCA is listed as an additional insured 

on your policy  Some renewal policies were re-

ceived and HOPCA has been dropped off. 

Please be advised that there will be no planting of 

shrubs, plants or sod until at least mid-March.  

We have also been advised not to cut any brown 

sections off the shrubs and plants until we are 

past the freezes that we get this time of year.  

PLEASE - before getting in the pool use the 

shower located on the side of the Exercise Room.  

Oils from suntan lotion and perspiration are form-

ing a black ring on the pool sides.  We ask that 

you use the shower after exercising and then us-

ing the pool.   

Another set of weights is missing from the exer-

cise room.  If anyone knows anything about them, 

please let the office know.  They are the 40 lb 

weights. 

Anything left in the Lost and Found will be dis-

posed of after 30 days. 

After using the chairs in the Lodge, please return 

them to the storage room. 

When you are walking your dog, please remem-

ber to clean up after them. 

A fter a very cold two months, we should be get-

ting some relief in March.  Please do not re-

move any bushes you think have died due to the frost.  

Mainscape will be evaluating them this month, and 

we will then see if replacement is necessary.  We will 

not be replacing any sod until the end of May or June 

when the rainy season starts. 

 

We will be resealing the twelve asphalt driveways on 

Red Oak this month.  The committee will be going 

around this month to determine what trees need trim-

ming.  They will be done prior to July. 

 

Please join me in welcoming Pat Bell and Harry Al-

croft as committee members of Villas I.  We thank 

them for volunteering their service. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns or issues, please 

call me. 

 

Bruce Keller, 

Villas I Chairman 

Villas I Update 
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HOP Community Association Board Report 

T he February 16 meeting of 

the Heritage Oak Park Com-

munity Association Board of Di-

rectors was held at the Lodge un-

der the direction of President 

Sharon Rask.   

 

A workshop was held on February 

4, at which time the following 

committee chairs were established 

for the coming year:   

 

Maintenance:  Co-Chairs Troy 

Kosinski and Art Cinea  

Documents Review:  Ed Alex-

ander   

Screening and Rental:  Sharon 

Topping   

Disaster Readiness:  Sharon 

Rask   

Alternative Management:  Don 

Oppenheim  

Legislation:  Troy Wilson   

Security:  Bruce Keller  

HOPBAC:  Ed Alexander   

JAC:  Co-Chairs Sharon Rask 

and Troy Kosinski  

Communications: Marsha Bit-

good  

Architectural:  Co-Chairs Len 

Harvey and Brian Bitgood   

Fining:  Russ Wills   

 

President Rask thanked everyone 

for his or her willingness to serve 

and requested they submit the 

names of the committee members 

to her.    

 

Following the introduction of the 

Committee Chairs, President Rask 

informed the audience of the re-

sults of the February 4 Workshop 

at which time five goals were es-

tablished which the Board consid-

ers realistic for the coming year.   

 

Goal #1 - The Board will review 

the process presently being used 

to establish the Master Budget.  

 

Goal #2 - The need for alterna-

tive management.   

Goal #3 - Security and safety 

issues.   

Goal #4 - Education  

Goal #5 - Planning   

 

Board members have been as-

signed to work in these diverse 

areas and reports will be made at 

future Board meetings.  

 

Contracts for asphalt sealing in 

Villas I and gable repairs in Villas 

III were approved.  In addition, 

several resident requests for lawn 

decorations were reviewed and 

approved. 

 

All residents are encouraged to 

attend the HOPCA Board meet-

ings, which are held on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 9:30 

AM. 

 

Submitted by 

Vera Allcroft 

S pring has come to the field 

and meadows, 

the sun is melting the ice and 

snow, 

The pussy willows on slender 

stems, 

sway gracefully to and fro. 

 

The pussy willows are faithful, 

they seem to be re-born each year, 

Telling us winter has really gone 

and spring will now appear. 

 

Gazing at the cuddly puffs of fur, 

I somehow visualize, 

A baby kittenôs smiling face, 

with soft green limpid eyes. 

 

And if I listen intently, 

Iôll hear a harmonious purr, 

Emanating from silky catkins, 

who are nestled in coats of fur. 

 

So when I hear sounds of purring, 

and theyôre coming strongly my 

way, 

Itôs evident the catkins will gather, 

to join in a spring game they play. 

 

These newly-born catkins are 

happy, 

theyôve learned how to laugh and 

to sing, 

They welcome the earthôs greatest 

season, 

and rejoice in the glory of spring. 

 

Submitted by 

Alice Heidenis 

From the Heritage Writersô Guild:  Re-Born Catkins 
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H eritage Oak Park has been 

in existence for over ten 

years.  Many residents have 

come and gone within our beau-

tiful community creating change 

within the Park. 

 

With these changes, keeping 

track of resident information is a 

huge task, especially if residents 

do not supply the Heritage Oak 

Park Office with their updated 

information.  This information is 

critical in support of: 

Emergency situations. 

Identifying those individu-

als needing special assis-

tance. 

Resident Community Emer-

gency Response Team 

(CERT) Members. 

Post hurricane activity (who 

is here, who is not here). 

Park security. 

An updated telephone direc-

tory. 

 

Now, ten years later, with much 

history, it is time to relook at our 

records to ensure they are up to 

date.  This is a big undertaking!  

The HOP Communications 

Committee is working in con-

junction with the Property Man-

agerôs Office in spearheading 

this project.  The committee will 

be looking for volunteers to as-

sist.  The Heritage Oak Park 

CDD and HOPCA boards have 

sanctioned this Census activity. 

 

Neighborhood Chairmen and 

Association Presidents will be 

tapped in support of the Census, 

as they are familiar with their 

neighborhoods.  Volunteers from 

each neighborhood will also be 

assisting. 

 

Record review and in some cases 

a personal friendly visit will take 

place during the month of 

March.  So if you see some of 

your Heritage Oak Park 

neighbors knocking on your 

door, greet them with a smile.  

Just remember to ask them for 

appropriate identification, as 

they will have it. 

 

Does A Census Make Sense?  

You Bet! 

 

Submitted by 

Marsha Bitgood, Chairman 

Communications Committee 

A Census Makes Sense 

T he second set of gables to 

be vinyl clad will begin 

soon.  Look for the start date and 

the street number posted on the 

bulletin boards at the mailboxes.  

The cost of the vinyl clad for the 

gables is $68 per gable.  To off-

set this cost there is a $45 reduc-

tion in painting each unit leaving 

a final cost of $23 for a mainte-

nance free gable. 

 

Painting will begin in March 

along Red Oak.  I will post on 

the bulletin boards at the mail-

boxes the beginning date and 

street numbers of each unit 

scheduled.  Please check the bul-

letin boards frequently for any 

Villas III news or Park updates. 

 

We have drainage issues near 

some Villas where water is com-

ing up near or onto the Lanai.  

We have a contractor checking 

on this drainage dilemma, and I 

anticipate quotes by the time you 

read this.  

 

We are updating our records and 

would like to know if you own 

or rent the unit you occupy.  In 

addition we also need to know if 

you live here fulltime or are sea-

sonal.  Owner/Rental forms are 

at the office for your conven-

ience and should be filled out or 

updated so the Property Manager 

and I will know who is here and 

how we can contact you if there 

is a problem with your unit. 

 

Due to the many days of extreme 

cold weather and frost this win-

ter, some of the bushes are look-

ing dreadful. The bushes will be 

hard cut in mid-March and hope-

fully many will come back.  If 

the bushes donôt come back, re-

placements will be planted in 

May or June.  If you have any 

questions, please give me a call 

at 941-627-2279 or email at ajc-

villa3@gmail.com. 

 

Art Cinea, Chairman 

Villas III  

Villas III Update 

mailto:ajcvilla3@gmail.com
mailto:ajcvilla3@gmail.com
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The Oak Leaf Committee 

 

 Gayle Fasiska, Editor Sylvia Murn Marsha Bitgood 

 hopnews@comcast.net sylvia@execpc.com commcomm@hopca.info 

Disaster Readiness Report 

T he Disaster Readiness Com-

mittee seems to always be 

alerting our residents to possible 

emergency situations.  We are not 

ñDoom and Gloomò preachers, but 

we are trying to keep our residents 

informed and prepared. 

 

On Friday, February 12, we had a 

fierce storm roll through this area.  

There was no thunder or lighten-

ing, but the power was going on 

and off for quite some time.  What 

were your reactions?  Did you 

make sure that electric appliances 

were unplugged?  Did you tune in 

for information from your weather 

alert radio?  Did you round up 

candles or other emergency light-

ing in case there was a need for 

them? 

 

This incident lasted a couple of 

hours and did not produce any dis-

astrous events in our Park.  It is a 

good example, however, about 

weather and how being alert to its 

fickle temperament is important. 

 

Charlotte County has a very infor-

mative magazine, ñAll Hazards 

Guide.ò  NOAA has an Extreme 

Weather 2008 Information Sheet.  

These publications were available 

to our residents some time ago 

when Wayne Sallade came to 

speak at our Park.  There are some 

copies still available at the office.  

You can also visit the website:  

www.char lot tecountyf l .com/

emergency for the latest edition of 

the magazine. 

 

Submitted by Peg Lukin 

Disaster Readiness  

Information Officer 

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE COLLECTION  
 

Whether you are a pet owner or just an animal lover, here is your opportunity to do a very good deed! 

A collection box will be in the HOP Lodge starting Sunday, February 28, until Saturday, March 13.  We 

have had a good response over the years, and it is greatly appreciated by the staff and animals at the shel-

ter. 

If you have any items that need to be picked up, please call Laura Bunyon at 623-0248 or email me at 

tbunyon@comcast.net.  Thank you again this year for your generous support! 

Wish List 

Canned dog/puppy food Washable toys Garden hoses 

Dry dog/puppy food Rope dog toys Trash bags #40 or larger 

Canned cat/kitten food Blankets-Pillows-Beds Dust pans with whisk brooms 

Dry cat/kitten food Bleach Copy paper 

Kitten chow (Purina) Laundry powder/liquid Postage stamps 

Cat litter Liquid detergent Gift cards (Wal-Mart, Lowe's, 

Cat treats/toys Brooms                    Home Depot) 

Submitted by Laura Bunyon 

http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/emergency
http://www.charlottecountyfl.com/emergency
mailto:tbunyon@comcast.net
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P lease do not trim, cut back or 

pull out any plants or shrubs 

that may appear to look dead.  

The recent number of freezes 

damaged many bushes and plants 

but many may recover after mid-

March when spring arrives within 

our hardiness zone of 9b-10a.  

Although their appearance is not 

pleasing, it is necessary to leave 

them alone.  Look for new green 

growth, which means the plant 

will survive.  It will be difficult to 

determine if the plant is still alive 

if it is trimmed.  So please, let 

your plants remain as is until 

spring has made its appearance 

with all fears of freezing tempera-

tures are gone.  

HOP Beautification 

Advisory Committee 

Notice About Your Plants 

Supervisor Julia McIntyre re-

viewed the CDD Asset Preventive 

Maintenance Plan prepared by the 

Planning Committee with input 

and review from Ms. Ueding.  The 

Board asked Ms. Ueding to note 

which tasks will be done by staff 

or by vendors, and to implement 

the plan.  

 

Supervisor Julia McIntyre re-

ported that the Website Committee 

has identified website priorities 

and is investigating three alterna-

tives for website creation and 

management.   

 

Supervisor Betty Keller presented 

information on a proposed pool 

pass wristband that could be re-

quired for guest access to the pool.  

Use of the wristbands for guest 

access to all facilities was dis-

cussed, as well as methods for en-

forcement.  The Board asked that 

Ms. Ueding record how many 

times trespassers were identified 

in the pool area and report back at 

the March meeting.  

 

A question on employee accumu-

lation of vacation time was 

brought to the Board.  Current pol-

icy does not address this issue so it 

is left to the discretion of the 

Board.  This item will be contin-

ued at the March meeting.   

 

Supervisor Betty Keller and Dis-

trict Manager Cal Teague recom-

mended that the activities accounts 

be integrated into the CDD finan-

cial system, and the Board ap-

proved the proposal unanimously.  

Activities income and expenses 

will be itemized separately within 

the monthly financial reports.   

 

Property Manager Kim Ueding 

reported that cleaning and sealing 

of pool pavers will be scheduled 

after March to avoid the busy sea-

son.  Street repairs are being com-

pleted today.  Mailbox doors are 

being cleaned of all attachments.   

 

The next CDD meeting is sched-

uled at 10 AM on March 18 in the 

Lodge.  All CDD meetings are 

open to the public.   

 

Julia McIntyre,  

CDD Board of Supervisors 

News from the CDD (Continued) 

Jim and Margaret Bonner are 

from Watertown, New York.  

They moved to HOP in February 

and will be seasonal residents.  

They are both retired.  Jim 

worked for a collection agency 

and Margaret worked in the fam-

ily dry cleaning business.  Marga-

ret enjoys bowling and golfing 

and Jim likes to golf, fish and 

shoot! 

Rita Gontaruk is from Youngs-

town, Ohio.  She will be a year-

round resident and moved to HOP 

in January.  She is a retired 

teacher and was also a school 

principal in Hubbard, Ohio.  Rita 

likes to golf, bowl, read and walk.  

She has a daughter who lives in 

Port Charlotte. 

Welcome to Heritage Oak Park 



Weôre on the web! 
www.heritageoakpark.com 

Heritage Oak Park 

19520 Heritage Oak Blvd 

Port Charlotte, Florida 33948 

Quote of the Month 

 

"I like work; it fasci-

nates me.  I can sit 

and look at it for 

hours."  

 

Jerome K. Jerome  
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Communications Committee 
 
The Communications Committee is looking for a few new 

members.  Our mission is to keep the residents of Heritage 

Oak Park informed about what is going on in the Park.  We 

have a number of fun projects that we want to work on this 

year.  The committee meets the second Monday of the month 

at 1 PM in the Lodge.  If you are interested in joining us, 

please contact Marsha Bitgood, Chairwoman, at 979-9655 or 

via email at commcomm@hopca.info; or, Gayle Fasiska at 

624-0075 or via email at hopnews@comcast.net. 

From the Editor 
 

A few concerned residents have reported that people in the 

Park are walking their dogs and either not picking up after 

them or placing the waste in empty cans along the road on 

trash pick-up day.  Cigarette butts are also being thrown on 

the ground, which could be a real danger, especially in the dry 

weather. 

 

Please help to keep Heritage Oak Park clean and free of de-

bris.  Thank you. 

Gayle Fasiska, Editor 

Heritage Writersô Guild - Give Us A Try! 

N othing fancy here.  The 

Heritage Writers' Guild is 

just a group of regular folks shar-

ing their thoughts, and ideas, that 

most of them put down on paper.  

No negatives or critiques. 

We meet in the Craft Room after 

coffee on the second and fourth 

Wednesday of each month.  Once 

in a while, for a break, we go to a 

restaurant and enjoy a lunch 

meeting.  It would be great if 

some of you came along. 

You don't have to write - just ob-

serve and see if you would like to 

join in. I know there must be 

many happy, tragic or plain crazy 

events in your life, or some 

dreams, emotions and romantics 

that pass through your imagina-

tion.  

All fodder for their first master-

piece!  So brave up, get off your 

rear and come give us a try! 

Questions?  Call Alan Hodgson at 

627-3264. 

 

In Memoriam 

 

John Meuse 
 

Diane Barber, his daugh-

ter, would like to thank 

everyone for all the 

cards and flowers that 

were sent. 

http://www.heritageoakpark.com/

