
 

Reminder! 

Sheriff's National Town 

Night Out  

August 3, 2010 
 

T his is an annual national ef-

fort to help improve rela-

tions and support between the po-

lice, neighborhood patrols and the 

community. 

 

Please join the spirit by holding a 

block or dinner party, a BBQ, 

snacks and drinks, or other social 

event with friends and neighbors 

in your building or neighborhood 

on the evening of August 3. 

 

Afterward, form a car pool/golf 

cart parade from your area to the 

Lodge Lanai to arrive at 9 PM 

sharp.  We will have complimen-

tary desserts and punch, and in-

formation from the Sheriff's Of-

fice while you socialize with 

friends and neighbors.  Lamps, 

flashlights, billboards or banners 

and entertainers/performers are 

welcome and encouraged! 

 

We need leaders and helpers, and 

resident participation to make this 

a fun and grand success. I hope 

you'll join in. 

 

One request is to please call and 

list the number in your party for 

the 9 PM Lodge get together. 
 

Submitted by Alan Hodgson 

HOP Neighborhood Watch 

(941) 627-3264 
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New HOPCA Statement Approval 

A t the July 20 meeting of HOPCA, the Board 

voted to approve the following statement: 

 

ñGarbage cans, waste containers and recycle con-

tainers are unsightly and unkempt and have to be 

stored out of public view except on pick up day 

and after 5 PM the day before.ò 

This is to clear up any questions homeowners may 

have. 

 

Submitted by Brian Bitgood 

HOPCA Vice President 
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O n June 21, 2010, the Heri-

tage Oak Park Resident Pool 

Committee held a meeting in the 

Lodge.  The following rules were 

agreed upon and presented to the 

CDD Board of Directors at a pub-

lic meeting on June 24, 2010.  The 

rules were approved and took ef-

fect on Thursday, July 1, 2010. 

 

The Heritage Oak Park Pool Com-

mittee is not trying to limit access 

to the pool for residents, but we 

need to identify who is using our 

pool.  Residents are welcome to 

invite guests to the pool, but this is 

a privilege and the rules as stated 

on the board must be obeyed for 

the safety and welfare of everyone. 

 

Each resident will receive one blue 

wristband to be worn whenever 

they are in the pool area.  The 

bands are being distributed accord-

ing to the Owners Listing Report.  

Any resident who is not listed as 

an owner or renter on that list has 

been asked to discuss their status 

with the Property Manager.  We 

have kept a record of who has re-

ceived bands.  There is no cost to 

the residents. 

Guests will be given a yellow 

wristband to wear at the pool dur-

ing their visit.  They may be ob-

tained by the resident at the Lodge 

between the hours of 1 - 3 PM, 

Monday through Friday.  If you 

are not able to come in during that 

time, please call one of the com-

mittee members listed below, and 

we will arrange to meet you at the 

Lodge at a more convenient time.  

A record is kept by the committee 

of the visitor wristbands and they 

are to be returned after the visit.  If 

a resident is not residing at the 

Park for a certain period of time, 

such as going to another state dur-

ing the summer or holidays, they 

cannot have guests request bands 

in their absence. 

 

Each resident is allowed four visi-

tor wristbands at one time.  They 

must be returned to the Lodge at 

the end of the visit. 

 

As of July 8, we have distributed 

over three hundred resident bands.  

The overwhelming majority of 

residents have supported our ef-

forts and agreed that our pool was 

being used by many outside peo-

ple who did not have a legitimate 

reason to use the facilities that we 

pay to maintain.  We thank you for 

your support and remind residents 

who have questions or concerns 

about this policy to attend a CDD 

meeting and voice concerns.  We 

are all your neighbors who volun-

teer to serve on this committee; the 

CDD Board of Directors makes 

the final decisions. 

 

HOP Resident Pool Committee 

 

 Naomi Alexander - 629-4448 

 Betty Keller - 743-5795 

 Don Oppenheim - 629-8096 

 Bob Tingley - 764-8632 

 Lou Wolf - 624 2022 

 

Submitted by the HOP 

Resident Pool Committee 

Welcome to HOP 

Jim and Joanne Lindsay moved to 

Heritage Oak Park from Minnesota 

in May 2010.  They are both retired 

and will be year-round residents.  

Jim is a retired electrician and 

Joanne worked as a Library Aide.  

Among their many interests are golf 

and reading. 

javascript:void(0)
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T he Heritage Oak Park Com-

munity Association Board 

of Directors meeting held on July 

20, was opened at 9:30 AM by 

President Sharon Rask. 

 
Following Roll Call and approval 

of the agenda and the minutes of 

the June meeting, President Rask 

introduced Deputy Kettelson of 

the Charlotte County Sheriffôs 

Department.  Deputy Kettelson 

informed Park residents there has 

been an increase in scam activity 
on computers in Charlotte 

County.  He warned computer 

users to be aware of pop-up ads 

that state a computer is in danger 

and instructs users to click on 

that ad in order to prevent a virus 

from entering the computer.  

When the user clicks on the ad it 
actually introduces malware into 

the computer which then pro-

ceeds to do whatever damage it 

has been programmed for. 

 

He also warned of a scam in the 

County where grandparents re-
ceive a message supposedly from 

a grandchild asking for money to 

get out of jail.  When money is 

wired, it disappears forever, and 

the grandparent finds out that the 

real grandchildren have never 

been in jail.  Deputy Kettelson 

strongly urged everyone to use 
common sense in everyday trans-

actions, and never to give out 

personal information. 

President Rask reminded every-

one that for the month of July, a 

member of the HOP Board of 

Directors has been at the Lodge 

every Wednesday afternoon to 

answer any questions residents 
may have.  This will be contin-

ued to the end of the month and 

then will be evaluated to deter-

mine if the activity will continue.   

 

Brian Bitgood, Chairman of the 

Architectural Committee, re-

ported new standards for the 
committee have been prepared 

and distributed.  They are avail-

able on the bulletin board in the 

Lodge and also on the HOP web-

site. 

 

Communications Chair Marsha 

Bitgood reported the new Wel-
come Package prepared by her 

committee has been completed 

and is presently being reviewed 

by the HOPCA Board of Direc-

tors.  She also reported that the 

committee has been pleased by 

the response to the phone direc-
tory and the draft phone book 

will be ready for review by the 

August HOPCA meeting. 

 

This was followed by discussion 

of charging fees to residents who 

are in violation of Park covenants 

and who ignore letters sent to 
them.  After the first letter in-

forming a resident of a violation, 

additional notices are sent by cer-

tified mail.  At the present time, 

all residents of the Park are being 

charged for these expenses and 

consideration is being given to 

charge fifty dollars per certified 

letter that must be sent because 
the violations have not been cor-

rected.  This will be continued at 

next monthôs meeting. 

 

Alan Hodgson, Night Watch 

Chair, spoke about the Sheriffôs 

National Town Night Out, an 

event being planned for August 
3.  He is asking that all neighbor-

hoods hold a neighborhood so-

cial, block party or dinner party 

in their area, and then join every-

one at the Lodge for punch and 

dessert at 9 PM.  The HOPCA 

Board of Directors voted to pro-

vide $100 in support of this 
event. 

 

As the last item of business at 

this meeting, the HOPCA Board 

of Directors decided to change 

the starting time of future meet-

ings to 10 AM.   
 

The next meeting will be held on 

August 17 at 10 AM in the 

Lodge.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vera Allcroft,  

Secretary HOPCA 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

T he ñFrequently Asked Ques-tionsò (FAQs) section of the 

newsletter will no longer appear 

on the front page of the pull-out 

calendar.  This is being done to 

accommodate the new design of 

the calendar. 

Mary Christmas, Activities Direc-

tor, has redesigned the calendar to 

make it easier to read.  She has 

worked long and hard to make this 

happen. 

 

The last FAQs section appears on 

page 7.  You can cut off this page 

and keep it for your information.  

The FAQs are also on the website 

(www.heritageoakpark.com). 

 

Gayle Fasiska, 

Editor 

T he CDD meeting of July 15 

started with a report from 

Naomi Alexander representing the 

Pool Security Committee.  Mrs. 

Alexander reported that about 350 

resident wristbands and 50 guest 

bands had been distributed since 

the temporary program began.  

Four complaints were received but 

most were resolved during discus-

sions with Committee members.  

The Committee provided the 

Board a list of questions related to 

pool use by owners, residents, and 

guests.  The trial period for pool 

security will continue through Au-

gust, and then the Board will 

evaluate the results and possible 

permanent actions.   

 

Supervisor Doug Blake reported 

that drainage improvements in the 

southeast area of the Park will be-

gin in late July.  He identified the 

next priorities are the back gate 

and along the southeast portion of 

Green Oak Trail, and will request 

quotes for work in those areas.  

The Board discussed the problems 

with plugged drainage grates after 

each rainfall, and identified several 

areas on private property with 

standing water.   

 

Discussion followed on the pro-

posed Severn Trent management 

contract for the CDD.  Several 

suggested changes will be made 

before the August meeting.  The 

Board appointed Chairman Earl 

Bell to negotiate with HOPCA on 

compensation for irrigation ser-

vices and office space and facili-

ties.  District Manager Cal Teague 

will follow up with the District 

Attorney on use of CDD storage 

space by HOPCA.   

 

Chairman Bell reported that he and 

Property Manager Kim Ueding 

conducted evaluations of three 

landscaping companies, and rec-

ommended continuing with Main-

scape at a reduced rate for the next 

year.  The Board voted unani-

mously to approve the contract for 

landscaping at $69,000 versus 

$77,000 in 2010, and irrigation 

service at $36,000, the same rate 

as this year.   

 

The renewal contract for janitorial 

services was approved at $849 per 

month, a savings of almost 50% 

from this year.  Expenses to repair 

a damaged streetlight will be de-

termined after repairs and any pos-

sible insurance reimbursement.  

The Sports Bar door lock has been 

repaired.  Some trees will require 

trimming in order to repair and 

repaint the back wall.  Chairman 

Bell will participate in marking 

trees on CDD property within the 

Park to obtain estimates for trim-

ming.  

 

Property Manager Kim Ueding 

provided the Board with quotes 

and options for employee insur-

ance coverage as of October 1, and 

advised the Board that they needed 

to make a decision the same day.  

After careful consideration of the 

options, the Board voted to offer 

paid insurance coverage up to 

$500 per employee per month, in-

cluding life, health, and disability 

coverage.  Employees may opt for 

more coverage at their own cost.  

If the CDD accepts a management 

contract with Severn Trent, insur-

ance would be provided as part of 

that contract.   

 

The Board voted to allocate $100 

to the Heritage Oak Park Night 

Watch organization to support 

their plans for the SheriffôsNa-

tional Town Watch Night Out on 

August 3.   

 

The next regular meeting is sched-

uled for August 19 at 10:00 AM in 

the Lodge.  All CDD meetings are 

open to the public.   

Julia McIntyre,  

CDD Board of Supervisors 
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Disaster Readiness 

O ur local newspaper recently 

had a ñpop quizò on how 

prepared we are for this hurricane 

season.  I thought the questions 

deserved our attention. 

 

1. Where are all your vital 

documents? 

2. Do you have your insurance 

policy with them? 

3. What is your insurance 

agentôs telephone number? 

4. Are the flashlight batteries 

working?  Do you have extra 

batteries? 

5. Do you have a battery oper-

ated radio?  Extra batteries 

for it? 

6. Have you put away enough 

drinking water for a few 

days?  Any canned goods? 

7. What is the elevation of your 

home? 

8. Do you have an extra gas 

container? 

9. How about a carrier for your 

pet? 

10. When did you last sit down 

with everyone in the family 

and write down a family 

evacuation plan? 

 

If you answered ñnoò or ñdonôt 

know,ò you have your work cut 

out for you. 

 

Forecasters are predicting 14 to 23 

named storms possible in the At-

lantic this hurricane season. We 

have a tendency to relax after a 

few calm seasons.  No ñCharleyò 

recently.  We must pay attention to 

the forecasts and take the steps 

needed to protect ourselves. 

 

Stocking up on bottled water, 

canned goods and extra batteries is 

not a big investment and may save 

you from long lines if a hurricane 

threatens our area.  Now is the 

time to make preparations.  Being 

prepared ahead of time affords 

much peace of mind. 

 

All the former members of the 

Boy or Girl Scouts know their 

motto is ñBe Prepared.ò  Letôs live 

up to that motto! 

 

Submitted by Peg Lukin 

Disaster Readiness 

Information Officer 

From the Editor 

W hile walking around the Park, I couldnôt help but notice how many residents add a special 

touch to the landscaping.  The photo on the left is an 

island in the middle of Red Oak Lane in the back sec-

tion of the Park.   

 

Thanks to all the residents who help keep Heritage 

Oak Park beautiful! 

 

Gayle Fasiska, 

 Editor 


